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THE COMMERCIAL REVOLUTION IN BARCELONA 1IN THE MID-

THIRTHRENTH CENTURY.

This paper draws attention to the critical and dramatic nature
of a very short period, the middle decades of the thirteenth
century (the 1230s to 1260s) in the commercial history of
Bareelona. The earlier achievements of the citizens of Barcelona
in the field of trade and their power to influenece the circum-
stances of trade are briefly mentioned and their limitations
suggested., Attention is drawn to the striking progress made in
various fields during the period under review - the rejeetion
of foreign influence, the development of monetary and commercial
techniques, the increasing control over the coinage, the develop-
ment of consular organization and soundly based overseas contacts,
the winning of a large emount of autonomy in the direetion of
commercial affairs and so on. It is argued that this is probably
¥he period in which the original 'good customs of the sea', the
nucleus of The Book of the Sea Consulate, were written down.

Some of the reasons underlying this striking transformation
in Barcelona's eeconomic position are suggested and particular
emphasis given to the role of cooperation between the city and
the King of Aragon.
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