5 Lyndewode Road
ﬁaﬁhriagaf
11th June 1959

gir,

On seversl ocoasions 1 have approached vou on behalf of a aumbar
of Catalan pPofessors and intellectuals sbroal representative of Cata~
lans residing at home who cennol eXpress their opiniens publiely with-
out exposing themselves %o serlious reprisals from the Spanish Government.

In our comrunicatione ani esocompanying reports ani documents we
have repeatedly brought to the attention of UNESCO the persecution of
the Catalan langusge and culture by the Spanish Governmenst.

I% is with vegret that we now have to repori a new sni very serious
sttack by the Spaniah suthorities upon the "“Institut 4'tstudis Cata-
lens”, the highest scademiec institutien in Catalonlia, and upon academie
1ife and freedom. The occasion wag the annual soalenlc session on
¥ay 15 last, and the facts are given in the enclozeld note.

The "Institut 4'Estudis Catalans” has been for over 30 years a
member of the International Acaldemle Union, one of the organisations
affilisted with the International Counecil for Ihiloesophy and Humanistie
Studies, & non-governmental organisation r@&@gﬁiseﬁ by UNEBEC0 as 8
econsultative body.

The Spanish Government's peliey of diserimination against the
Catalans on the grounds »f thelr nationallty, languase and oulture,
continuously pursuel for 20 years, violates the prineiples of the
Charter of the United Hations, the Declaraitlon of Humarn Rights, the
Constitution of UNESCO and many reeelatzant voiel by its Genersl
Conferences.

%o are fully avare that UNESCO has no power of coercion, but if
it8 prineciples are to have any value they should command the respect
of its members. and its degislons should have 2 binding moral force
- among them.

We feel entitled, therefore, to expect that the Cpanish Govern-
ment's poliey of diserimination sgainst the Catalan languege and
eulture. ani perticularly the recent attack upon acaiemic freedom,
will receive your careful attention and thet the Spanish Government
will be mede %o realise thet the eontinuation of this poliey lowers
ite prestige among the members of UNESCO.

With the highest consideration
I am, Bir,
Yours truly,

~J. M. BATISTA 1 ROCA.

Br. Vittorino Veronese, &
Direector Genoral of UNESQO, B

Paris.




