20th June, 1956

Controller Huropean Services,
The B.B.C.,
Bush House,
Strand,
London, W.C.2.

Dear Sir,

The Committee of the Anglo-Catalan Society view with
inereasing disquiet & situation which has been for some months
apparent to them, and to which their attention has been drawn
both by members of the Society and by many friends in Spsin.
#e refer to sn ap, arent cessation in the B.B.C's fortnightly
transmissions in the Catslan language.

These progrummes have been broadcast, we believe without
8 bresak of any signifieant length, for the past nine years.
They have never been other thun purely cultural, and cannot
by sny streteh of the imagination have been construed as
supporting any seraratist tendency. They have been greatly
apprecitited by ep intelligent listening-public, & publie
unliksly to find anything to intePest them in the materdsl
broudesst by loeal trasnsmitters in Catalan-speaking areds of
the Peninsula. There would appear to be no valid reason why
the monopely in regional-langusge broadsasts to Spain should be
beld by the transmitters of Prague, loscow snd Belgrade -
particularly in view of the highly controversial nature and
presentation of the programme material emansting from these
capitals, The sudden and unex; lained discontinusnce some three
months agce of the Corporation’s regional-lsngusge transmissions
to Spain eapnot bub be reguarded by our friends in Catalonis with
great regret; and s complete cessation of these progrsmmes
might well harm the Corperation's reputation for objective
treatment of controversiazl matters.

This Committee would welcome Sn assurance from the B.E.C.
that an explanstion $fbhe reasons for this aspparent discon-
tinuance of transmissiins in Catalan will be breadecast to



listeners in Catalonia, exactly as listeners to the Home
services are zept reasonably well-informed of the reasons
for any divergence from precedent,
Yours faithfully,
Prof. Frank Pierce pUniversity of Sheffield)
; President—
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Member of Committee



